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b EDI CAT ION. 


Mr Loxp, 

Am diverted from a Emer intention of 
addrefling the following pages to the 
=. King, by an opinion, univerſally enter- 
tained among the public, that he ſtill con- 
tinues intirely under the guidance and influ- 
. ence of your counſels, with reſpect to his 

political conduct. | 
The grievance here bed to your "0 
ſervation, is not ſuggeſted by the factious 
voice of a diſappointed, ſelfiſh, clamorous ſet 
of men, whoſe pretenſions to patriotiſm ge- 
nerally bear date from the time of their diſ- 
miſſion from office, but is a reaſonable and 
calm remonſtrance in behalf of a brave and 
valuable, but oppreſſed claſs of people, whoſe 


poverty and helpleſs ſituation, ſufficiently ex- 


clude them from the notice or regard, of. the 
mere place: hunting oppoſers of a miniſtry. 


The above is a copy of an intended dedication to 


a pamphlet in the reign of George II. addreſſed to his 


2 and was written in the year 174 2-3. 
1 think 


.* 
3 


* 


a DEDICATION. 


I think it not altogether i improper, ta pre: 
miſe ſome apology for the freedom of ſtile 
you wilt meet with, in my repreſentations 
on this ſubject, which, however, has not been 
aſſumed with a view of giving offence, zur 
from a neceſſity, ariſing from the unfecling 
arrogance, with which his Majeſty's mini- 
ſters perſiſt in refuſing to pay the ſmalleſt 
attention, to redreſs this evil, after ſo many 
complaints. 

If there had not been inſtances of it in for- 
mer periods, one ſhould be apt to impute it 
to that hbrdly maxim, that prevails among the 
_ nobles of your country, of conſidering the 
ber orders of the people as their vaſſals, 
which is a notion that hath been adopted 
and gained ground very faſt among the great 
men in England, within theſe laſt ten years. 
However, to the glory of our anceſtors me- 
mory, there do ſtill ſubſiſt in this nation, 
certain land-marks, for bounding even the 
prerogative of royalty, which are too viſible 
to be miſtaken, albough 6 ſo often. e and 
„ 

Before we proceed further « on this ſabjea, 
| I muſt take leave to introduce to your lord- 
ſhip's notice, a quotation from the famous 
EO in Magna Charta, viæ. No free- 
man 
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man hall be nen or imprijored, or dif 
Le ſeiſed of bis freehold or free cuſtoms, or 
< elf or vaniſhed, or anyway deſtroyed, 
to priſe, umleſs by the Egal judgment of 
. hir peets, or by che law of the land. 


Fortunately for this country, it is equallx 


impaſſibie for the moſt Yeager capacity to 
 miſapprebenil, or for the moſt artful ſopli to 
raue the force of this declaration, neither 
it tbe awwakideted by any act, even of the 
power of the Rare. The King has 
been taught (with great propriety) by you, 
in his fpceches to his people, to addreſs himſelf 
to them, as their political father, and to de- 
ALlare to them, that he will ſnew as much 
——— as to his own. © 
ir ane leave to mention ſome tranſac- 
tions, ndr your influence, that have a dong 
— to theſe declarations. 4 
Acperiadical paper is publiſhed, wherein 
r 
ting a falſhood into the mouth of his prinoe, 
hich \coproach was unirerfally believed e 
de juſt. 
- Has not your royal pupil, at Jour inftign- 
tion, -perſevered in the moſt unrelenting per- | 
Accutivn of that author, although the- rights 


ig of 


viii DEDICATION; 


of the ſubject were violated in the groſſoſt E 
manner, to aſcertain the identity of his per- 
ſon? Was not the man who had been guilty 
of this violation, countenanced by the King 
while he was 4nown to be practiſing every 
mean chicane that could be ſuggeſted, to 
evade a fair trial ? and was not that evaſion 
made uſe of, to gratify your joint e by 
another notorious act of injuſtice? 
Did not the king /horthy after, by. your in- 
fluence replace this violator of the conſtitu- 
tion in one of the firft departments of admi- 
niſtration ? Could the thirſt of revenge fo 
blind your underſtanding, as not to, ſuffer 
you. to diſcern the legality of the ſteps that 
were taken in purſuit of it? or was it poſſi- 
ble you ſhould be either regardleſs, or nat 
aware, to what an un/eemly ſituation you re- 
duced your Sovereigu, by puſhing him on 
to the indecorum of ſhewing his particular 
favour and confidence to a man, who had 
been ſo recently and ſignally ftligmatized- for a 
breach of the laws, while a penfoned majority = 
of the late houſe of commons, were ſo infa- 
mouſly fervile, as to become the 7ools of your 
ſpleen; by expelling the objec of it from their 
proſtitute ſociety. ? Do you imagine the peo 
| BE have fo very mean an opinion of - your . 
| abilities, 
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abilities, as to ſuppoſe it poſible, that eit ber 


of you were inconſcious, that in the pro- 
ceedings, there was nat the haſt "degree of 
tenderneſs for the people's rights, min gled 


with the meafureleſe nnn 5 in- 


dulged ? | 7 
Are we to conclude, that his Majeſty feels 
As reluctance in prattifing a falſhood, than 


in ſuffering his favourite to be 15 dae = 


it? 


Was the odium of theſe acts 4 ſeu; Jed or 
Lined by your attempts to retaliate his. 


crime, (a libel) in employing 4i#eling pens 
co blacken his private character, which 


(though u#terly indefenfible) did in no wiſe in- 
terfere with the merits of his cauſe ? Beſides 
you could-ſurely ſet up for a Cenſor of other 
people's vices with a very ill - grace, while 
that diabolical one of revenge was e in 
your own breaſt. . 

Can you impoſe 6 far on your royal dif 


ciple, as to make him believe, his People 


impute all this to his pure hatred to vice and 
immorality, while they behold that perfidious: 
and abandoned wretch I.. S. ſo fingulerly* 
d N his K N * not 

8. "rather" 


* s 
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rather wonder that he ſhould eſcape this vin 
tuous rage of their pious Sovereign? 
HFlas he from you imbibed the ſhameful 
maxim, that a prince may diſpenſe with a 
regard to truth, provided he inforces the | 
motto Nemo me impune objurgat ? 

-* Ought: this indirect and conſtructive af- 
front to one man to be deemed of equal con- 
ſequence with the own cruelty that is exer- 


ciſed, in the execution of preſs-warrants, 


whereby the king, contrary to the letter and 
ſpirit of the law, and to bis own declarations, 
wittingly and willingly permits his preroga- 
tive to be extended to the ſeizure of his in- 


| nocent ſubjefts, in the lawful reſiſtance of 


which oppreſſion, they are frequently wound- 
ad, and obliged to undergo the ow harka- 
rous treatment ? 


Have the common Sailors — their 
political relation to their Sovereign, or has 


| he been told, that their poverty and helpleſs 


ſtate exclude them from a right to his protec-. 
tion? He has rat renounced them ſo far as to 
abſobve them from their a/legiance ; does he 
think that oppreſſion js a decent return from 


A Britiſh king to his i ſubjects, for the moſt 


ierten ſervices 4 Have bis family been re- 
quited 


"a DEDICATION: * 
quited in this ungenerous and unbandſome man- 
ner, for the benefits confered on us by their 


., eondeſcending to accept the erown of theſs 


realms ? . 

Has he been taught that deteftable tenet, 
| that there is xo obligation from a prince to 
his people, below @ certain level, and that po- 
verty and criminality may be regarded, 

among great men, as convertible terms? 
By what logical deductions: will you un- 
dertake to prove, that this violent firain. of 
the prerogative, is feconcileable either to his 
declarations from the throne, or to his coro-' 
nation oath ? or how will you be able to con- 
. vince any man, of tolerable underſtanding, 
and an ingenuous diſpoſition, that it is not a 
high violation of both? Will you pretend 
to affirm, that if a king of this country was 
to add to the illegality of this meaſure, the 
imprudence of putting himſelf at the head of a 
preſs-· gang, and was to 40% Bis life by the hands 
of an innocent ſubject, whoſe perſon he was 
attempting to ſeize, by virtue of this une 
prerogative ? Will you affirm (I ſay) that 
by the laws of the land, that perſon would 
be deemed guilty of treaſon or murder? Or 
muſt you not acknowledge, that an honeſt 
Jurymgn would be under the necgſity of 
14 ba e | acquitting 

* 


2 
— 


.. 
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acquitting him, as having done it in the /aw-" 
ful defence of his perſon and liberty? 
J er were to attempt to reply to the re- 
| farices on this head, you muſt be forced 
to. recur to that ſtale, hackneyed plea of 
neceſſity, which ſuperſedes all laws; and, 
whenever ſuch a neceffity really exiſts, I will 
not diſpute the validity of the ple. 
But will any man of common knowledge 
pretend to aſſert, that fuch a neceſſity has 
ever exiſted within hit memory? 


The neceflities that have Hitherto bak 
made the plea for this meaſure, have ariſen. 


 Salely, from the arrogance and ſupine matten- | 
tion of the ſupreme power, in diſaaming to 
give themſelves the ſmalleſt concern, to make 
any proviſion againſt. this abominable expe- 
dient, which can never be. juſtified (at leaſt 
in a land of freedom) but in caſes. of the 42% 
extrenuty 3 ; whereas, this is done ben there 
reigns a univerſal ſcene of mirth, luxury, and. 
diſſipation among .the reft of the nation. 

Is it pofible his Majeſty can be fo ignorant of 
common diſtinctions, as not to diſtern what a 
&/graceful dilemma he ſuffers himſelf to be 
reduced to, when in order to pailiate this 
meaſure, he is driven to take up this plea 
* a Oe which (he muſt be conſcious). 


" 8 * coull 


* 
* — 
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could never exiſt, but by "bis - ſufferance ? 
Does not this plea, inſtead of extenuating, in- 
hanee the repreach ? Is it not ſabſſituting an 
au falſhood to defend a breach of faith ?. 
Permit me to aſk, whether any friend of 
7 lordſhip or the King, would not have 
thought. the epithet of perjured villain, 227 
| beſtowed on the author of the South Briton, 
- he had been guilty of any action, as cun- 
trary to his oath, as theſe preſo-warrants' are 
to' Magna Charta ? 
Is it not the 'moſt ſhameleſs en in 
the advocates of the crown; to defend their 
royal maſter, upon the other plea of cuſtom, 
as if ' bis ideas of honour were upon 4 level 
With 74s of the ſervants of a certain com- 
any, or of a petty trader at the cuſtom- 
2 ſe, to whom Babit has rendered Perfury 
as familiar as any ordihdty 0c occurrence in the 
courſe of their buſineſs ? 
* His majeſty cannot Stead 4 gnorance in this 
point, unleſs he will renounce all pretenſion 
to underſtand plain Engliſʒ when he reads it. 
Can it then be matter either of ond or 
tomplaint, that people 19% their reverence for 
crowned heads, when they ſee with what 
Jacility and indifference they violate the moſt 
ſacred obligations? 


But 


— 1 * 
— l 
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But if we are never to behold our mo- 
narch out of leading firings; if he cannot 
ſtir one ſep in the cleareſt caſes. without a 
flapper * at his elbow ; if his genius will not 
permit him to ſoar to a poſitive good, let 
him at leaſt practiſe a negative one, which 
indeed is al! that is requiſite on His part, to 

redreſs this enormous evil: I will be bold to 
fay, that the people who ſuffer under it are 


of infinitely more importance both to himſelf 


and the ſtate, than any circumſtance that 
can be apprehended from the abſurd con- 
duct of his relations. 

The remedy is plain, eaſy and infallible ;. ; it 
becomes you, who are his Monitor and 
Governor, to ſhew him the rectitude and pre- 
priety of adopting it, 

Nothing more is neceſlary, th a ſhort 
meſſage to the Houſe of Commons (as they 
call themſelvet) ſignifying that neither his 
honour or his conſcience will permit him to 
give bis ſanfion to preſs-warrants, becauſe 
he finds them to be abſolutly imcompatible 
with and contradiFgry to the ſolemn oath he 
has taken, nct 10 piolate his ſubjects rights, 


with a recommendation to them at the ſame 
| | 9 Gulliver. - 


* 


time, 
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time, to provide a proper <A * 
any Future Emergency. 
There cannot be the ſmalleſt 6 of the 
conformity of that ob/equious aſſembly to 
any requiſition of the crown, when the mi- 
niſter is ſo well furniſhed with arguments to 
convince, them. of the > neceſſity of their com- 
| pliance. _— 
"When you Pate effected this, your lord- 
| fhip will have #ore than counterbalanced all the 
miſchief you have occaſioned to his kingdom, 
even though the ſuggeſtions of your enemies 
were well grounded; which I owe you the 
Juſtice to acknowledge, is (in my own pri- 
vate opinion at preſent) very far from being 
the caſe. 
But if after all, the King ould Safes 
35 reſolve not to grant any redreſs to his ſub- 
jects in this particular caſe; they will have 
juſt occaſion to conclude, that he is wholly 
governed by ſome perſon, who has no re- 
either to his ' honour or reputation. 
J am, with all due reſpect, 


| Your Lordſhip's 
Humble Servant. | 
NAUTICUS 
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" when peace bene to be Jabs, 12 
* rather unſeaſonable, the author thinks 

it. bighly proper, to. remark, in order. t0.06-,, 
viate this objettion, that it ic in times 3 


opportunity fr Hfervering and reforming abies; ; 
and in this particular caſe, i if 1 the confileration 
thereof were to be Phone, i there. was. 
4 ; ſudden occafion for manning a fleet, it it. might, . 
be much more reaſonably objefted,' tlas an 
attempt to redreſs this grievance” at fuck a be- 
riod, might be attended with ; fingular bazard 
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WE: to pay ſo much compliment | to an au- 
"thor of eſtabliſhed reputation, as not to be 


very minute in ſcanning the validity of his 
general aſſertions; but ſurely it is an un- 
grateful, as well as a moſt inſolent, return 


for this confidence, when a writer preſumes 


ſo much on his literary conſequence, ag to 


attempt, by his mere þſe, dixit, to impoſe” 


the. moſt abſurd doctrines on the under 
ſtanding of the public. 


Dean B Without 


H E barges of mankind "ard" apt 


(43 

Without being fully perſuaded, that you 
are under this predicament, I ſhould. not 
have ventured to conteſt the opinion of ſo 
popular a writer; but it is poſſible, that 
the goodneſs of a cauſe may more than 
balance the difference of abilities; and in 
che preſent caſe, it requires no extraordinary 
talents to expoſe the fallacy of thoſe arbi- 


trary maxims you have laid down, in a 
letter of the 5th of October; wherein, after 


ſome affected ſtrains of candour and patrio- 
tiſm, you peremptorily decide, that the 
. cuſtom of pteſſing men into the ſervice of 
the navy, is not only a neceſſary but a 9 
meaſure. 


In which points I ſhall take leave to diſſent 
from you, ſo far as to affert, that no caſe 
bath occurred, in our memory, where the 
nature of the neceflity was ſuch, as could 


juſtiß ſo oppreſſive a proceeding; nor is 
yur mere affirmation of ſufficient authority to 


war; & 


620 
ſatisfy. us, that an act which is ie 
violation of the great Charter of —_ 
ought to be deemed legal: a poſition, that 
may prove as difficult, perhaps, for you ” 
explain, as for your 4 readers to comprehend, , 


You tell us, that “When Lord Camden 
„ ſuppoſes a neceſſity (which the King is 
«* to judge of) and founded upon that ne- 
«« ceflity, attributes to the crown a legal 
power (not given by the act itſelf) to 


« ſuſpend the operation of an act of the 
« legiſlature,—I liſten with diffidence and 
«© reſpect, but without the ſmalleſt degree of 


1. conviction or aſſent”, May we aſk, how 
you reconcile this negation of Lord Cam- 


|  den's doctrine, with the poſitive affirmation, 


you pronounce in a caſe preciſely ſimilar ? 
The Charter of liberty is, at leaſt, as ſacred 
as any act of the Legiſlature; the King is 
| judge of the neceſſity, and in the circum» 
* of breſſing men, Gore Something 
5 3 de 


= 
- 
4 pe = 


73 ) 
ur than barely 'fuſtend the operation of 
an act of parliament; yet you proſeſs to 
have no doubt ee ee on 
Sg e it eg S161 


1 the body of People, Who ſuffer under 
his intolerable hardſhip,” are of much 
more importance o the ſtate, than any 
individual whatever, and even than m7 
other body of men (unleſs perhaps we 
except the tillers of land) it is much to 1 | 
lamented, that the redreſs of their | grievances 
unfortunately gives our leading patriots no 
chance of min mjlerial elevation; for, if it had, 
theſe. candidates for preferment might have 
| choſen a theſis to declaim upon, which 
would probably have been much more 
grateful to the public, than their endleſs ha- 
rangues in defence of a grant, which pre- 
ſeription ought not to render gi odious now, 
than af the tine it was made; and by the 
| reſumption e the noble complainant 


” A 


$ 2 8 would 


3 . 

hi Dane been ſo much injured in forting,. 
as not to be able to have maintained the + 
moſt wort bie animal in his train ina 2 
ſtate of luxury, 3 with that . 
common ſailor. net * t N. 


Foffiby then too, the flowry Ji nius, 
who, during g the vacation ſeaſon , is content 
to amuſe himſelf by publiſhin 8 the effuſions be ö 
of his ſpleen and fancy, as the air round - - = 
B happens to affect him, might not 
have chought it beneath his genius, to have 
5 favoured us with a preciſe dęſinition of that 
NMeceſſity which can juſtify ſo violent 4 
ſtrain of the conſtitution, and have ſhewn .” 
from what principles of natural and politic | 5 
law his concluſion was deduced ; + becauſe 9 
hitherto, this term has been applied in ſo 
general. and. vague. a manner, that thoſe 
who are obliged. to appeal to it, ſeem to be 
0 utterly confuſed in their ideas of the ſenſe 49 
in which it ought to be interpreted indeed — 
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ä fonts: the eaſy [negligence wherewith this 
article is treated, one would conclude it 


to have been only an accidental topic, and 


that this part of the letter was filled up 
by a feminine hand; at leaſt one may pre- 
ſame, the good doctor was not preſent at 
| the family rebearſal, 2 fince he would hardly 


have omitted ſo fair an opportunity of | 


clubbing a quotation from his ingenious 
friend Burlamaqui. | 


If the « frict righe — cannot 


_ abcr the public may reaſona- 
bly expect, that the adyocates for that doc- 
 trine ſhould point out the legal diſtine- 


tion, in our conſtitution, that reſtrains the 
miniſter from extending the royal prerogative 


to the- ſeizure of his ſubjects property, as 
well as their perſont, in theſe conjunRares, 
of ſtate neceſſity, ſince s equally 


A learned family fociety of writers, ſuppoſed aſſiſt· 


ante to Junius; for whoſe intereſt and reputation Mr, 


com- 


| 4 +) | 
compreheaded in the great Charter. Mo- 
ney is one of the finews of war, and as 
——_ as men; now ſuppoſing a profi- 
e miniſtry, by every ſpecies of cor- 
- AY and miſmanagement, to have geg. 
gared their royal maſter, - to have exhauſted 
; the public treaſure, and, among other omiſ- 
lions of their duty, to have ſuffered the. 
ee eee 
over, that under this : ſhameful predica- 
ment, and in the interval of à bg pro- 
rogation of parliament, they ſhould chink 
proper (for a Prewnee m alls maney) e 
alarm the nation with the apprehenſion of 
2 fadden rupture with ſome foreign power ; | 
in ſuch a conjuncture, which is not in- 
Paſible to ariſe in future times, (and which 
is ſomewhat ſimilar to what happened in 
the reign of Charles I. and. II. Eq) What 


1s . a 
Y K 


* modern date, where an unpopular miniſtry, at- 
N 


"0 a» 8 
dif are to be taken ? Here is a cafe 
where the want of men and of money is 

equally urgent; the king, who is Judge 
of the neceſſity, may reaſonably alledge, 
that the privilege of inpreſing men, with- 
out the means of paying them, or of put- | 
ting his navy in a ſerviceable condition, 
is vain and ingffectun!; and yet, one may 
form a tolerable gueſs, what ſort of en- 


| tertainment the king's ſervants would meet 


with, both in print and, parliament, who 
in this ſtate of Neceſſity ſhould dare to vio- 


in his tuell earned manſion at. —3 


ter making a great parade about euerer 
that their political conſequence muſt determine wi 

the peace, adviſed their maſter to conclude a 1 — 
nourable treaty, after raiſing copfiderable ſupplies from 
his ſubjo&ts; wherein they exactly copied the ſhame- 
jeſs behaviour of the king and miniſtry, in Charles the 


|  Second's time, who with the ideas of a Enot of inn- 


mous ſharpers, after they had got the people to ad- 
vance their money, produced the peace they had con- 

cluded, and laughed at the parliament for their filly | 
. „ Dory $824 - 


== _ the 


the injured ſpirit of Janis would hardly 
be appeaſed by any thing leſs than the mi- 
niſter's head and another revolution, al- 
though Fonathan $ were bi left es oa 
his redrefs., 


| There are ſome 1 1 es read- 
ing and underſtanding put people of oom - 
mon diſcernment on. a level with the moſt 
refined genius, and therefore when men 
of ſuperior abilities attempt to maintain 
doctrines that are diametrically oppoſite to 
common ſenſe and reafon, I' liſten, nor (in 
the canting phraſe of Junius) with diff 
dence and reſpect, but with a mixture of 
indignation and contempt ; nor is it poſſible 
to help being ſhocked on ſuch occaſions, 
at theſe bumiliating inſtances of depravity 
and W in che buman A” 


17 a failor ſhould nn loſs his 
10 e. of his liberty. wing 5 pier 
230 Lang, 


(/ 20 
gang, or under the ſame circumſtances, 
ſhould happen to kill one of them, would 
our arbitrary Chief] uſtice, in his charge 
to a jury, dare to pronounce the Igality x 
of the killing in the former caſe? or to 
declare the legality of the ſelf-defence a 
i icient cauſe for their finding it murder 

in the latter? Even Junius himſelf, in his 

verdict on either of the caſes, muſt re- 
ndunce his opinion ſo far as it ee the | 
| * of bro: 9 | 


You 8⁰ on to alledge the antiquity of 
the practice as a confirmation of your doc- | 
trine, whereby the very circumſtance, that 
aggravates the evil, is made an argument 
to preclude the redreſs of it; that a pre- 

4 feriptive right has, indeed, been eſtabliſhed. ' 
| = in certain caſes of private property, is un- 


— II 3 


* Whether, and how far, his ignorance and acting 
under the king's expreſs commiſſion, ought to operate 


as motives for pardoning him after Er rs is 
ny another queſtion, 10 , 


+ * 


deniable, 


(: 2" 3 f 
Mandate; vii" i kin erer Apen W 
common, natural rights of an innocent 
ſubject; beſides which, it is held for a 
rule in common lau, that no length of 
poſſeſſion, taken by violence, can give 2 
right, 


It muſt be acknowledged indeed, * to 
the great ſeandal and reproach of the reſt 
of the community, that, notwithſtanding 
the numberleſs opportunities that have 
« preſented themſelves, highly favourable 


. * to public liberty, no ſucceſsful attempt 


« has been made for the relief of the 
= ſubje& in this article.” Such humane ca- 
ſuiſts might, with equal charity, argue, 
that a poor wretch, who had been long 
ſuffering under a cruel diſorder, ought to 
be turned out of an hoſpital as incurable, 
becauſe the phyſicians and ſurgeons, who 
attended there, had never given themſelves 
the trouble to conſider the nature of his 

..C k Cafe, 
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- if yu really wiſhed or expected, FIR 
the dectrine you have advanced ſhould be 
ecepted in a ſerious light, it would not 
have been much amiſs to hav given your- 
ſelf che trouble of acquiring ſome talera- 
bh information on the ſubject : you. might 
#hen have diſcovered, in tracing. back 
Fe this immemorial uſage,” that 1 in the an- 
cient warrants, the phraſe of inpreſing 

men and of pref men was fimonymous to 
the modern term of inlifting, which was 
formerly done by giving them preft mo» 
ney upon their inlifing, io refain them 
afterwards to the ſervice, and thereby to 
render them liable to puniſhment, in cafe 
of deſertian ; which ſeems to have been 
very common among the fea-faring men 
in thoſe. times. This term was originally 
borrowed from the inprg office, from wheace 
the, money tor that ſervice was iffued, 

| and 


— eee TIES 


of theſs/1 mint that the idea of # | 2 1 
fron has been annexed. to it. 1 . 


When we conſider o whom the ; 
cution of theſe warrants devolved," tag r 1 | 
with the phſcurity, Poverty and ignorance 2. 7 7 

| of the aggticved parties, it is nr much w Y 2 


e 
fy 
A 


- 
WA 
= 1 
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be - wondered at, either that | Forge: ſhould _— 

| gradually. grow into practice on theſe o b L | 
cations, or that the violence ſhould: 80 9 
unredreſſed, eſpecially as theſe poor wretchies | b 

A are ſo e cut off from ng communi. 4 


= * k * 0 - = 
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to have any) by inlay put into a miſera- 1 
ble dungeon, or immediately hurried a 4 


Neither is it at all ſtrange that this op» 1 
preſſion ſhould be countenanced by the ref 
of the community, ſince by winking at aan 
crvil, from which themſelves were exempt, 


4 N * 
_ they conſulted the ſhorteſt, eaten and cheapeſt 
courſe of providing for the ſecurity of their 
own perſons and property. 


- How vain and unconſequential muſt your 
ſuperficial declaration appear to thoſe who 
have conſulted the learned author of the 
commentaries on this ſubject! That writer, 
_ notwithſtanding his ample qualification, 
both in point of knowled ge and abili- 
ties, to diſcuſs. ſo important a- queſtion, 
has delivered his ſentiments with much re- 
ſerve and diſidence; and although he inti- 
mates an opinion, that ſome of the ſtatutes 
ſeem to imply ſuch a power | in the.crown, 
he cautiouſly declines pronouncing a deciſive 
judgement on ſo tender a point; the ſolu ; 
tion of which, it ſeems, was reſerved for 
the ſagacity of a Junius, who has luckily 
hit upon it, without the aid of a ſingle 


argument. 588 


The 


2 8 The able . writer 5 abovementioned, in 
quoting the act of Richard II. which is 
in Frencb, ſeems to ground his opinion on 
the interpretation of the word arrefter in 
the preamble, which . fignifies to hire as 
well as to arreſt ; the matter of doubt 
therefore is, whether the former interpre- 
tation is not more conſonant to the cuſ- 
tom of giving preſt money to thoſs who 
liſted or engaged, in order to retain, them 
in the ſervice; and I will venture to ap- 
| peal to ſo reſpectable an authority, whe- 
ther an implication ought not to be allowed 
in favour of the ſubject, when there is 
any ambiguity in the terms or expreſſions 
of an act of parliament. To fatisfy the 
reader that I do not miſrepreſent what 
he has- aid, I will here tranſcribe the 
learned Juſtice's own words on this ſubject, 
L 


© The 


- 10. 
+: Phe power ef impefiag men 6 for 
« the ſea ſervice by the king's commiſſion, 
. has been a matter of ſome difpute, and 
* ſubmitted to with great reluctance, though 
* jt hath very clearly and learnedly been 
« ſhewn by Sir M. Poſter, that the practice 
« of imprefling, and granting power to the 
«4 admiralty for chat purpoſe, is of very 
c ancient date, and hath been uniformly 
* continued by « regular ſeries of prece- 
_ «©; dents, to the prefent time; whence he 
= © 1 Hh varamae 


| Now 1 beg leave to aſk whether Me, 
Juſtice. Blackſtone himſelf is, of opinion, 
that it is part of the common law, and if 
he is, why he choſe not to deliver that 
opinion? I appeal likewiſe to that gentle- 
man, whether a ſeries of precedents (of vie- 
2 The Juſtice in quoting Sir M. Folter's opinion, 
' - hath changed the word mariners into the general expreſ- 
fon men, I ſuppoſe by miſtake. . 


lation 


6) 
Lurian of the ronftitution) which he allows to 
have  akvays been a matter of uſſpute, and 
as uniformly reſiſted as exerted, are of fuf- 
. ficient weight and authority to be deemed 
part of the common. law; if they are, then 
N Maſter Bracton (whom this gentleman fie - 
quently quotes) ĩs quite miſtaken in aſſerting, 
tbat no. length of poſſeſſion talen Of vi- 
lence, can give à right, which ſurely: ought 
to be ati leaſt as valid with regard to liberty 
as. to property. The learned Juſtice, goes 
on thus: The difficulty ariſes from hence; 
« that no ſtatute has expreſe ly declared this 
& power to be i in the crown, though many 
& of them very ſtrongly imply it. The ſta- 
+ tute 2 Richard II. chap. iv. ſpeaks of 
& mariners being arreſted *, and retained fot 
& the, king's ſervice, - as of a thing well 
Ko : known and practiſed without W. and 


I it had coihGided with the commentator” O wlitics | 


4 


he would have taken care to remark, that the rench 
word which is here tranflated ar/gfted, fignifies like wie 


| hired, which interpretation agrees rathet better with the 5 


Euſtorn of giving re money to retain them. | 
x | D e pro- 


1 


ES tus 
ce ptovides a remedy againſt their running 
2 away. By a ſtatute of Philip and Mary, 
r any Waterman who uſes the river 
Thames, ſhall hide ' himſelf during the 

« execution of preſſing for the king's ſer- 
„ vice, he is liable to heavy penalties: By 
another of Queen Elizabeth, no fiſher- 
* man ſhall oy taken ins _ youre _ 


+» BS. 


4 — ſhall be fit derbe 0 two 
* Juſtices of the peace inhabiting near the 
<<" fea coaſt where the mariners are to be 
0 taken, to the intent that the Juſtices may 
« chooſe and return ſuch a number of able 
* bodied Men as in the 'cotnthiffion are 
«+ contained, to ſerve her Majeſty.” And by 
« ſtatutes of William NH.” Anne, and 
George II. efpecial protections are allowed 
to ſeamen in particular circumſtances, to 
bo prevent chem from being impreſſed: all 
* which do moſt evidently imply a power 
0 of imprefling to — 


* * 


' 


| 1 

any where, it muſt, from the ſpirit of our 
 * conſtitution, as well as from the frequent 
* mention of the king's 2 refidg 
cc in the crown alone.” | 


Upon which quotation, I muſt take 4 
liberty of making ſome Remarks ; and firſt, 
| that in the time of Queen Elizabeth, the-im- 
minent threats of invaſion from ſo great a 


naval power as the king « of Spain was maſter 


of at that period, together with the many other 
difficulties and dangers ſhe and the com? 
monwealth had to encounter with, might | 
well juſtify ſome extraordinary meaſures, of 

which many precedents might be produced 
in her reign, that would not be kk 


| N. 


— 


1 


20ly. That the frequent mention "of the 
king's commithon is no proof of the power 


being in the crown alone, becauſe all the 
execyſive commiſhons founded og the joins 
D 2 quthor | 


Ts. 
anthority of the three eſtates (king, lords 
and commons) run in the king's name. 


zdly, As this learned author allows, that 
. no ſtatute expreſely declares this power to be 


in the crown; I appeal to him, (upon his 


re-conſideration of this point) whether ſuch a 
power in the crown is not clearly negatived 
by Magna Charta ? 


| qthly, Whether the king, lords and com- 
Mons, as ſtewards of the peoples rights, 

rap. feef,, that. article of Maggs Charts, 

winch meopuers fe perſonal liberty of. the 
en, 


5thly, Whether it is conſiſtent with the 
ſpirit of the conſtitution, to admit of any 
rrplication t that is direttly contrary to 92 ex- 
79 letter of the law ? 


sah, Who are to be the expoſitors in 


oh caſes, and where is the confufion to 
aan end, 


e 


118 
end, if the plainiſt literal n may 
be explained diametrically contradictory to 
their tenor? | | 


* 


This learned author quotes a poſition of 
Bracton, that Rex debet eſſe ub lege, quia 
dex facit regem, & nihil enim aliud poteſt 
rex; niſi id . quod de j fure poteſt, * 


The ſame writer, Vol. I. Book 1. Chap. 
ſpeaking with reference to any ſtrong ſuſpi- 


cions the crown may have reaſon to en- 
tertain of the ſubject, ſecretly plotting againſt 
the ſtate, and then putting the queſtion , whe- 
ther the ſtrict laws of perſanal liberty may in 
ſuch caſe be diſpenſed with, ſays, © ce And yet 
ſometimes, when the ſtate is in rea/ danger, 
even this may be a neceſſary meaſure; but 
the happineſs of our conſtitution is, that it 
is not left to the executive power to determing, 
Tue king ought to be lier to the law, becauſe'it | 
is law that mates a king; and the king can do nothing, 
| Fur what the law permits him to do. 


when 


(- 22. ) 
| Sogn the danger is fo great as tojufy this 
— 


5 Now 1 appeal again with, great ſubmiſ⸗ 
ſion) to this gentleman, why the perſonal 
liberty of a ſubject, whom the chief magiſ- 
trate has good grounds to ſuſpect of treaſon- 
able deſigns, ought. to be more ſacred than 
that of one of the moſt valuable members of 
| the commonwealth, who is perfectly inno- 
. cent and unſuſpefted ? and with what noti- 
en of juſtice and equity, be can reconcile 
the t treatment of an innocent ſubject with a 
brutality, that is not ſuffered towards the 
| greateſt criminal ; and this too, to engage 
him to perform the moſt important ſervics 
to his voy oppreſſors. - 


Add Sata indirect 
brethren ſerve the flate upon ſuch _ 
wing principles; or do theſe equivocal in 


- - finuations en with the erer of 


( 23 ) 
an impartial judge, or an ingenuots and 
| candid commentator on the las? 2h 


Mens cls bert is the adams right 
of the people, I appeal to the ſame author, 
whether it is not a downright abſurdity, that 
the crown ſhould have any prerogative to con 
troul it, beyond what is derived from the ex- 
preſs letter of the law ; 20r, indeed, can a law 
| (under our conſtitution) ve any validity, 
Which is utterly inconfiftent with the Merry of 
the ſubject; a proof of which may be dran 
| From the preſent times, in the inſtance of ge- 
| neral warrants, which have been ſo lately ex- 
ploded by the united voice of the community, 
by virtue whereof, an act of parkament paſ- 
ſed in the reign of Charles II. inpowering the 
 exchequer, to grant general warrants, is abſo- 
| Jutely deemed null and void. e it 0 


"remains EE 
” CLF IP RSS 90 
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Tei is well known that che Star-chonaher 
and high commiſſion courts had the ſanction 


of -. 


62429 

ol an act of parliament ; but the preamble td 
the act, for aboliſhing one of. thoſe, courts; 
recites the laws in favour of liberty as argu- 
ments for the repeal of the ſtatute by which 
they had been eſtabliſhed, thereby clearly 
implying that it was null and void & priori, as 
being wholly Ireconcilcable to *the * char-= 
ter of our freedom. 


Whoever, therefore undertakes to maintain 
the legality of uſing force in imprefling men, 
muſt not only ptoduce ſome ſtatute Which 
expreſely veſts the king with ſuch a preroga- 
tive, but muſt like wiſe prove, that the repre- 
ſentatives of a free people have a right to fa 
eriſice thoſe unalienable rights and privi- : 


? — 
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= neden in his letter addreſfed to Ur as 
the bill of rights, aſſerts, that (in this country) even the 
| ſupreme, br whole legiflative | power, viz. king, Fords 
and commons, cannot disfranchiſe the ſubjects of their 
birth-rights, although it may be forfeited, or the exer- 
tiſe of it ſuſpended in particular caſes, and very juſtly re- 
marks the dangerous tendency of confounding the term | 
ian with that of an men powef. 


10 


* * 


48 
leges of their conſtituents, the maintainonce | 
: whereof was the original and chief a of 
Aeir ouun inſtitution. 85 


Yet this writer, in aſſerting the rid right of preſſing, 
acknowledges a perpetual right in the crown alone to ſuſ- 
pend the birth- right of the whole body of common ſal- 
lors, who, without even the pretence of ſuſpected cri- 
minality, are treated like out-laws ; in return for which 
treatment, the greateſt poſſible ſervices are expected by 
their benevolent Chriſtian countrymen. 


Let Junius compare the inhuman uſage that SN 
nies this ſuſpenſion of the ſailors birth-right, with the 
injuries any ſet of men, in this kingdom, have ever re- 
ceived, even from the worſt of our rulers, and then try 
if he can acquit himſelf of the charge of REN” in 


his political doctrines. 
It ſeems to be an inſuperable argument again thoſe 
as maintain the world to be benefited by refinements, + 
that the moſt poliſhed and refined part of mankind have 
always taken advantage of their ſuperior knowlege to 
oppreſs the reſt of their ſpeeies ; and we ſee in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, that they avail themſelves of the poverty 
and illiteracy of theſe people to rob them of their birth- 
right, ſo that the circumſtances. inſtead, of exciting, their 
natural effect , compaſſion, produce the ſame conſequences 
among the ia part of mankind, that actual erimi- 
nality would do. A abe 


— 


N21 V | 3 Fortu- 


(46) 
Fiortunately for their poſterity, our glort- 


ous anceſtors have-expreſſed the manly ſenſe 
of their rights in ſo ſtrong and clear a ſtile, 
that it cannot be evaded or perverted by the 


ſophiſtry of a prerogative lawyer, much leſs 


can it be arvalidated by the capricious' voice 
of-a crazy ſuperannuated politician, , or 'the 
more ſhallow aſſertions © of a news-paper 


It may, perhaps, appear ſuperfluous to rer 
mind you, that T have waved the common 
privilege of diſputants, by taking upon my- 
ſelf the proof of a negative, becauſe there is 
3 little merit in the conceſſion, that the 
| generality of readers will (in point. of ſagaci- 
ty) hardly rank me a above the level of one 
who ſhould gravely undertake to prove 
chat hunger was not an ealy ſenſation, 
e de food was de natural. means ef 


. it. 
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. 7hoſe abuſes of the conſtitution, which are 


44) 
| There is ſome praiſe, howeyer, dus to your 
confiſteney,. ſince this doctrine ſuits well 
enough with that pure ſpirit of patriotiſm, 
which is ſo apt to blaze out upon the loſs af 
| power; but is always under ſuch happy re- 
points, which are the fine gue nun of all mir 
niſters: hence it is that 759, gentlemen, when 
they happen to be driven over to the popular 
fide, inftead of contending for a reformation of 


the ſource of all other evils, vis. the long 
duration of - parliaments, and the wibounged | 
| influence of the crown by the admiſſion of 
placemen, endeavour to divert the attention 
of the public from theſe grand objects, and by 
the moſt rancorous inceſſant perſonal flander, 
labour to fix their reſentment on their rivals 
who are in power ; theſe renegadee converts 
with che viſion of their future refloration 
&rongly impreſſed on their minds, and con 
ſcious of the . 


(a9 


Pres enduglt to anticipate"thie reproach 
of "aphſtaty, by arguing with much hypoc 
tical cant and ſolemnity, that it is 7605 detri- 


mental to the commonwealth to | acquieſte 

with'theſe efential grievances, than to hazard 

their redreſs, becauſe they are under terrible 

concern, leſt, from the depravity of human 

nature, ſome new ſpecies of _—_— _ 
auß * introduced in its ſtead. 


is was Aenne to imagine, . a 
n have become more cautious of offend- 
ing in political points, after the chaſtiſement 
he received ſome time ago from a certain 5% 
torian, who is not much famed for her lenity 
towards this ſort of culprits; but he quite 
loſes his patience; and begins to grow deſpe- 
rate, ſo that if the miniſtry have not mercy 
enough to take him in, the poor letter-wri- 
ter himſelf, in fix months, may probably be 
dating an eflay in defence of perſonal liberty, 
from his cage in St. George's Fields. 


But 


66 | 
- But to reſume the conſideration of my ſub- 
je& ; ag to the legality of this oppreſſion, by 
far the greateſt part of mankind rarely ſeem 
to trouble themſelves with inquiries about it, 
but think it ſufficient to alledge the plea of 
neceſſity in its juſtification : inſtead therefore 
of formally denying the force of-a term, 
which is applied with ſuch unwarrantable 


latitude, and by which all argument is arbi- 
trarily ſuperſeded ; I ſhall beg leave to ſtate 
a caſe, that I flatter myſelf, will 0 inut⸗ 
trate the point in queſtion, | 


g Suppoſe. the inhabitants of an  ifland,.. in | 
order to relieve themſelves from the oppreſ- 
gon o of a deſpotic government, ſhould be un- 
der the neceſſity of expelling their natural 
prince, and that, previous to the election of 
a ſucceſlor, they ſhould. find it expedient to 
renew the declaration of their rights; that 
the true ſpirit of the conſtitution. might be 
reftored, and the government re-oftabl ſhed, 
upon the moſt equitable and ſolid principles. 


Imagine 


„ 

Imagine likewiſe, this nation to be com- 
poſed af 70.8 different claſſes of people, and 
that in order to form an aſſembly for ad- 
juſting the regulations of their future go- 
vernment, each claſs was to depute a repie- 
ſentatiye to take care of their reſpective 
intereſts. 


Moreover, that. in ſuch a convention it 
5 ſhould, be propoſed and agreed to by 69 out 
of theſe 70 claſſes, that their ae Monarch 
ſhould be veſted with a dſcretionary power, 
to ſeize the perſons of the remaining claſs, 
and compel them to, engage in the defence 
of the commonwealth, without any adequate 
ſtipulation i in their favour, whenever he ap- 
prehended it to be neceſſary, and that this 
particular claſs alone ſhould be for e ever ſub- 
je to this partial oppreſſion. 


* The comparative number of ſeamen to the whole. 
inhabitants is computed to be about x part in 70, viz. 
8 million and a half of inhabitants, whereof about 
[20,000 may be re men. 


It 


( 
It will be needleſb to rerite bes 
alledged to prove the equity of ſuch an ori- 
Nance, becauſe it may be naturally ſuppoſed 
they will occur in the remonſtrance their 
deputy would be prompted: to make againſt 
it, e 


| 40 The miſeries we ſuffered under the op- 
« preflive adminiſtration of our late prince, 
E ply juſtify u us in taking every precaution 


« to ſecure our liberty and property againſt 
« that inſatiable thirſt of power, which pro- 


** vidence has been pleaſed to implant in 


C human beings; and therefore the wiſe 

« reſtriftions which you have revived to 
ic prevent a repetition of theſe evils under 
« the prince we are about to ele; fuffici-- 
* ently evince the prudence of your conſti- 
«« tuents, in the choice of their repreſenta- 
« tives and claim their beſt W 


% mente. 


"ab 


(=) 


5s 40 I fincerely lament to find chat am arti- 
cle hath occurred. in your reſolutions, 


8e 


40. which forbids me to join in the general 
A. ſuffrage of applauſe, and. lays me. under 
-«« the painful neceſſity of ſtanding forth 
<<. fnghy to remonſtrate againſt a ſtipulation, 
« which ſo partially excludes us from the 
ce 8 —_— of the He: 


"> 
- 
— 


= * - © 


44 "mbly will pardon the — that muſt 
C neceſſarily be uſed i in diſcufling the argu- 
cc | ments, that have been advanced i in ſup- 
« 1 port of your opinion 5 which, although 
« not wholly void of plaufibility, are by no 
74 means calculated to produce that convic- 
«© tion > with which: alone a rational being 


« ought to acquieſce. 


Tou begin firſt by den the natural 
obligation all ſtates are under of defending 
themſelves againſt foreign injuries or at- 
« tacks. You maintain, that it js: eſſential 


— 


= <p to 


(E 2 
* to the executive part of all governments, to 

« have a compulſive power over the lubject, 
« in caſes of danger to the commonwealth. 


Vou next take notice, that from the 
* circumſtance of our inſular ſituation, he 2 
1 national ſecurity muſt depend on the ex 4 
« ertion of our nayal force; and then, after | 4 
1 modeſtly ſtating your own ignorance of a 
. ſcience ſo efential to your ſafety, you with 
. equal Juſtice and Bumanity decide, that , 
# theſe circumſtances conſtitute ſuch a rea- 
« ſonable plea of neceſſity, as gives you an 
8 * equitable right, to devote our lives to your 
6 welfare, upon your oon terms. 


1 Your firſt afſertion admits of no con- 
4 troverſy, being founded on one of the 
« original principles, on which all ſocieties 
« were firſt inſtituted ; and conſequently,  - * 
% your. ſecond poſition taken in a general . 
« ſenſe is true likewiſe ; but accompanied 
« with this reſtrietion, that ſuch a power is 
nt to be extended to the partial appreſfron 
F <« of 


2 


1 82 

(4) 
& of any particular branch of the community 
4 or exerted but in caſes of extreme dan ger 
« and abſolute neceſſity; that is to fay, after 
u the moſt equitable and prudent provifens 
& againſt ſuch an emergency have proved 
© ineffettual. | 1 | 


« Now it will not be difficult to ſhew, 
* that all our farmer oppreſſions. as well as 
" the preſent ſcheme of intailing them on 
% our profeſſion have taken their riſe from 
&« an inadequate and inequitable interpretation 
« of the term neceſſity; in proof of which, 

« jt will be requiſite to take in ſeveral « con- 
« ſiderations : and firſt, it is to be remem- | 
* bered, that the obfigation of defending the 
es ſtate is grounded on the benefits, diwi 
i duals are ſuppoſed toreap from their union; 
* and of courſe the meafure of this obliga- 
* tion is 1s determined by the proportion of 
« advantage each member derives from this 


} | ve union. 


4 SIE „ Premiſing 


* 


635 * 

Ta « Premiſing therefore our undoubted title 
© to the fame privileges and immunities 
« with the reſt of our fellow ſubjeQs, a cir · 
« cumſtance which, unluckily for us, you 
axe apt to bſe Sight of, let us join iſſus 


upon this point. 


« On the one part, beſides the hazardous 
* nature of our occupation „ the diſcipline | 
« and ſubordination, which are unayoidable 
« on board a ſhip, gives our ſervice a tinfure 
, ſlavery, even in peaceable times, for 
Which we are rewarded with coarſe fare, 

| 4 ſeanty pay, and che humble fatisfaRtion 
ce « of reflecting how much we contribute to 4 
*« your greatnels, 3 


We] On the othes hand, what a favourable 
* reverſe of circumſtances attends your fi. 
** tuation ; with the moſt perfect. ſtate of li- 
« berty, you enjoy wealth, plenty, and lux- 
e ury ; you have the whole government of | 
the ate with the emoluments attending 
F 2 | « it; 


(35) 
oo it; ; and in ſhort, are in full poſſeſſion 
* of every bleſſing a flouriſhing country 
= 1 can afford, without any comparative ſupe- 


- * xjority of merit to intitle you to this happy 

| „ giſtinQion. - If this be a true ſtate of the 
« compariſon between us (and that it is ſo 

« is ſelf evident] it is not eaſy to conceive 


q bes « with what ideas of equity you could frame 
; "ty « fach a propoſat; altho there i is NO poſſibility 
1 IM «« ofdoubting what notion you muſtentertainof 7 
3 our intellects, i in expecting us to ʒacquieſcę 
1 bs 25 with it.. Upon what pretenſions can you 


« foynd this extraordinary claim to the diſ- 
= ec poſal of our lives and liberty ? 151 it a na- 
1 « tural appendage to the other excluſive ad- 
SB *« yantages you enjoy? Or is it a preroga- 
tis annexed to an opinion of the immenſe 
<6 ſuperiority of your OWN conſequence . 
* 18 there no bau of ſuggelting a 
4 de milder and more generous al ternative for 


No your preſervation ? Is it conbiftent, either 


* Quz enim eſt conditio 2 in 2 ei, cum 
quo, locietateri facias nihbu{ congedi poteſt. 
« with 


(37 ) 
with wiſthm or humanity, to adopt S 
* — even to flaves without be- 


Fe ing convinced, by repeated experiments, of 
64 m n 


We, Have your ſage ARE apd Ocala 
X 6 dexterous upon other occafions) exhauſt- 
| * ed their invention in a fruitleſs ſearch 
e after ſome expedient, that ſhould be more 
e ſuitable to the lenity of our conſtitution, | 
«« and the tenderneſs of the legiſlature in af 
“ other caſes of perſonal liberty? And eyen 
« if you had complied with all this, ſtill let 
me aſk what motive have we to prompt 
« us to this ſervice, unleſs we are ſo prepoſ- 
* reroufly diſintereſted as to prefer your wel- 
t fare to our own perſonal ſafety ? Where 
e can we be ſuppoſed to acquire ſuch ge- 
& nerous ſentiments ?. Are we taught them 
from your example, in the noble bounty you 
« offer for the greateſt ſacrifice, one human 
vu being can wake for —_— We are 
"ol con- 


6 their lives in defence of his. 


"( 38.) 


1. convinced from bitter experience, hour 


very cheap you hold aur mental faculties, 
„ but is it poſſible you ſhould think them 
«« depraved ar diſſipated to ſuch a degree, 
r as to believe that we exiſt merely as the 
* creatures of your convenience, as if all re- 
<gard to ow own well-being was to be ab- 
E forbed by the ſole conſideration of your 
©: eaſe and aggrandiſement ? What a ridicu- 


<6 Jous farce it is to talk to us of our king 


and country, and happy conſtitution ; we 
* have nothing to % or to ſuffer if your 
1. enemies were to prove victorious; nor have 
We in proſpect by conquering 

them, but to return to our old occupa- 
«© tion, You favagely deprive us of our liber. - 
« ty: property we have none: ſo that we 
« have no motive for preferring our own 


King * to the king of France, or the Pre- 


That king muſt be a fool as well as a tyrant, who, 
ſhould expect from the graſeſ violation of his ſubjects 
rights, that they would become ſuch fools as to ſacrifices 


« tender ; 


| (39) 

| 4 tender; and our condition becomes infi- 
* nitely worſe than that of the poor als in 
« the fable, from the con/ciouſneſs of being 


« opprefied by thoſe from whom we have 


the ſtrongeſt claim of benevolence. In 


« ſhort, whether or Hot, we have any ſen- 
« {ations of right or wrong, pleaſure or mi- 
« ſery, ſeems to be a matter of no con- 


« cern to you, all ſcruples on thoſe points 


: * being egfiy ſolved by the neceſſity we. are. 
under of ſubmitting to ſuperior force, that 


« gud ai of dit: 


Rig 


« ſolutions on this ſubject, I am determined, 
« at leaſt, to ſhew, we are not blind to the 


Pr injuſtice of your arbitrary proceedings, 


« by proteſting againſt the privilege you 


« would arrogate to yourſelves, of compelling 
« us to acquieſce with an oppreſſion, which 
« with ſuch partial cruelty excludes us from 
the common rights of your ſociety. 


«6 Do 


„ Whatever may be the iſſue of your-re- 


« 


1 


| 6 \ mneaſureleſs ſelf- regard? CL 


( 40 Y 
3 Do you think it poſſible. we ſhould fil © 
< to remark, with how little remorſe and 


« generolity, you ſacrifice us to your own 


" — Is i it reaſonable to cxat Fc uch extraor- 


« dnaryinſtances of ſelf denial from us, when 


« Jou are carried to ſuch prodigious lengths 
« by the oppyſite principle? $i ORE 8 


£4.38 


How came you to aſſume the prerogative 
of allotting us, all the danger and hardſhip, 
« and reſerving all the bleſſings to yourſelves ? 
Have we forfeited our birth-right ? Ubi 
a . Vu. ſecimuss 


* 


44 Ommen the conlideration of our extra- 


« « ordinary importance in time of war, it will 


« be no vanity to aſſert, that (excepting | 
« thoſe who are employed in agriculture) 
« out of upwards of eight millions of inha- 


4 bitants, which our country is ſuppoſed to 
« contain, you cannot felef a number, equal 


66 ts 


3 ) 
4 70 furt, from 44 che ſtats derives 0 
* * muck advantage, | 


4 2 What ideas mu we entertain of yous 
. 
** when we compare the execrab/e alternative 
you offer us for the moſt important ſervices, 
& with the wealth, the luxury, the caſe, and 
« the indulgence you enjoy ; and which 
you think yourſelves amply intitled to, 

&* without any perſonal hazard, and in many 
&- caſts; toithour any exertion of e _— 
* *t6 obtain them. 


* Do 7 of your numerous eſis 
10 ſerve the ſtate upon ſach difentereſted ptin- 
« . Have you ordained, that the con- 

© traftors for victualling your fleets and fur 


| 0 « niſhing military ſtores, (inftead of grow- 


* ing rich by their bargains) ſhall be obliged 
to ſupply the government upon ſuch terms 
L az the miniſter thinks fit to preſcribe ? 
« Why ſhould every other member of the 
22 * G com- 


(E 
Fo community be at liberty to make his own . 
« conditions when the ſtate ſollicits his ſer- 
« vice? Nay, are there not frequent i in- 
% ſtances, of wretches among you, taking 
«© advantages of the diſtreſs of their country, 
* to gratify the inſatiable. ener their 
1 n d 7 


. Is it not moſt aa mockery, e to give 


« c 3 ak e Engliſhmen, 3 the, circum» 
40 ſtances of being tenants at will of our liberty 


£ - SE * % Me - 


It is ſaid, that upon a late rumour of a War, a cer- 
tain little baronet took the opportunity, which an im- 
menſe command of ready money glves, to monopolize 
all the hemp that could be purchaſed, with a view of re- 
failing it to the government, at an exorbitant rate : this 
| circumſtance reminds one of what is related of the aban= 
doned behaviour of ſome hardened wretches, at the time 
_ the plague raged at Marſeilles ; who, in the midſt of that 
| horrid diſtreſs, took the advantage of the helpleſs condition 
of their neighbours, to pilfer their goods while they lay 
on their death beds ! One cannot help remarking, on this 
© occaſion, how long it is, before acquired wealth; or new- 
bought titles, can eradicate thoſe mean and ſordid ideas, 
which are ſo frequently to be met with i in Oy of baſe 
— and a groveling extract io. 

' | . and 


. 4 5 * 


d 


: ( 43 


& and exiſtence ; ; the tenure whereof i is ny 
e terminable by every mcident that furniſhes 
« a miniſter with a pretence ef being alarmed 
for the preſervation of Jour N | 


Rs As free, FR ITY of the conſtitution, bs I 
. it not reaſonable we ſhould be imprefled 


* .with the con/ciouſne/s of duty, in fighting 


. the battles of the ſtate? __ 


* 158 ſuch unnatural treatment from our 
* countrymen likely 25 produce the idea of 
< ſuch an obligation ? On the contrary, Is it 
«* not provocation enough to make us T_T 
by you with nn wrong wat wg 3 


\ 


2 With what conſcience (if we were : to 
« reflect) could we take arms, for the de- 
* ſtruction of people who have never injured 
4 us, in defence of thoſe who are our moſt 


46 ei be ? 


We are wholly at a loſs to conceive, 
a n what principles of natural or political 


G 2 © law 


0 44.3 
cc 2 the 2 is ak by virtue. 
whereof you think we are hound to ſacri- 
6c « fice our being in | defence of a ſyſtem, 
6c from which we not only derive uo benefit, 
5 but where our capacity to. perform tha 
60 greateſt ſervices to the tate, inſtead of . 
being rewarded, is by the reſt of the cem 
6% munity- converted into an argument for 
*«. the moſt ſavage oppreſſion, that they may 
enjoy an uninterrupted ſcene of felici : 
% can you imagine we are ſo ſtupid and 
*<, ſenſeleſs as to helieye that your happineſ 
ought to. be of more importance to ug 
« than our own? the unbounded ſe eſbneſs of 


« your own ideas, forbids your vending | 
« fuch a notion, _—_ 2 


x 


| ox Hays we a 3 — 
. of theſe objections? or are we to be 


* filenced by the term neceſſity, as if chere | 
4% was a magic in the mere word, that * 


« ſtroyed the force of ll reaoning 2 
r « We 


4 * 

We defire, 3 to have an avowed 
„ written definition of this term, that we 
% may undenſtand the meaſure of our ſub- 
* miſſion, and whether in any caſe we 
% may prejiime to re off Ws ruffians you let 
looſe "guſt us. | 


| OY — * ee enn. 
% out any apology take the freedom of 
ſerutinizing ſome what more minutely inte 
4 the merits. of your title to that wealth that 
* gives you the preſumption to offer us ſo 
4 4bject a propoſal, as well as of the means - 

% you have employed to acquire it. ; 


« Your.nobles and gentry are, for the 
un moſt part, in poſſeſſion of the landed 
* eſtates, which, although original) ac- 
* quired by a ſucceſsful application to ſome 
4 profeſſion, are devolved n 
25 by inheritance. 


« Your 


04) | 
2 Yout merchants and other traders owe 
& their immenſe fortunes to traffic, or to 
cc ng of various commodities, - 


5 Multitudes beſide, enjoy profuſe flares 
« 2 perquiſites i in your qumberleſs offices, 
* although the buſineſs thereof goes on in 
4 ſuch a common place track, that a {chool- 
boy of moderate talents would be quali- 
te fied for it in a month's practice, while the 
xe 2 departments, to which the greateſt 

© emohiments are annexed, become abſolute 


_ *#E-line=cures. 


c What an exorbitant ſhare of wealth is 
« drained from community by that endleſ 
4 tribe, the retainers to the law, whoſe 
e venality in becoming the alternate advo- 
4 cates of juſtice and iniquity, tends to con- 
8 all principles, and to render all 
*© things as precarious as their own litigiots 
Le and ſophiſtical altercations, 5 
16 How 


* 


95 
% How much is dedicated, to the ſuꝑ⸗ 
8 port of the dignified part of your clergy, 
. in the licentious neglect and contempt of 
« the duties of their function; ; and while theſe 
d. ungracious paſtors haye hardly humanity 
on enough to afford a bare ſubſiſtence. to their | 
* needy. brethren, for relieving them from 
« the drudgery of their profeſſion, they, are 
et conſumi ing the unbalbwed furplus of their 
2 income, in idle difipation, or boarding i it = 


* o 


« their ic undhaitable coffers R 


75 a > 41556} Bd 
1:58 VIVO your cooks, jockies, players, 
« pimps, agents, . fidlers, ſingers, dancing - 


4e R and in ſhort all Jour other Pro- 


— * Dochot theſe xeverend centlenien by ſuch. FOR 
a_—_ plainly announce to the world, that they t them- 
felves” eſteem their whole 1 ſyſtem Ll a” mere 


SS +44 + 


credit with their flock, when they i in their anaual viſits 
are labouring to enforce a belief of the importance of a 
future exiſtence; while they. themſelyes are ſlighting and 
renouncing that doctrine, in their actions, by a total at- 
tention to the pleaſures and * of cheir preſent 


Kate ?. 
, , Aces 


(#8) 


1 feffions amply rew-arded and provided . 
dot £6 mention the fums that are annual 
& Taviſhed among your profitute ſenators, or 
. in penſions to yu apoſtate patriots and 
others, whota an  dccafional minifter is 

& obliged to buy out, in order to obtain a 
« proviſion for ſome few of his un whims 
4. ! portant « connexions. We: "Sg 


11 


Such are che repeal n 
E this group, who. diate to us the duty of 
ee facrificing our beings, that they may not 
be diſturbed in the enjoyment of their 
Nene Property. 20 | 
"ee Such i is the ſuperior merit d impors 
« Juments "of the flat among TALL 
« with equal modeſty, generofity and equity 
« « offer us 2 premium. of forty or fifty ſhil- 
. e 
"vant 


* 
af + # 4 


* 1 hould be "ON EG certain eee 
6— R 


"Ws ; : 


ta) 
*« vn the head: for the profervaion all: that” 
18 ig dear to them. ©8141 F29 „ e Be 4 
Isit poflible to lifteh, with any 1 

4 „e patience, to the impertinence of 
« thoſe-purſ-proudwretchesainong yon, who | 
„ with'a mixture of Ighoranet and ſcifeim- 
n portante, r ge dc kalk IF the Heceflity 
«© of this meaſure Cin fie forbeat Nader 
* * ftrating to a wealthy ſhopkeeper on tuch 
ie ee 


2 have acq ten thouſand 1 


0 


% RY AV T? 1 T0 mut - 
2 unds by our buſineſs ineſr, w with ut ahy n 
| 2 N II by 5 8 


« zard dot) your on 45 
e e 125 V f PF 10 9 1 | 
1% | the, dere, .it to — 


wa . 18 Se Ef © 41 viel 2cast ?? 


* — 5 um; ou are in all points at 
Die 3 Lu ach 10 dau q 


4 x rfect c continue in your OCCu- 
7 Bent lib rd Vins 1 late 


* pation or to quit, and no man dare YIO me 
ud * 0 2 * 02 wy Ag #4 
1 che property yo have . accumul 3 
!ollcags ad gennant eds. for v; * TIS 
180 for which they — been ſo handſomely re- 
warded FO oller Me. E e- Pref 
thet he did to his fellow citizens hers, by his henourable 


Far with that worthy French banker Mr. P——. 


al H 66 850 . 


25 3 
# how if you thitik yourſelf well intitled to 
« theſe large acquiſitions: for ſpending your 
time behind a counter,” what overbearing 

= * arrogance and ſelfiſhneſs muſt paſſeſs you, 

F to expect, that I, who am as fre- born as 


85 for ſo trifing a conſideration, purely that 
=” eee 


— 
. * mn * 
. co 9 „ 7 —_ 7 0 — 


+ * 
192 


e in retailing cloth, 


5 tes 
— the peril of 
perform the 


nde ws : 41 2 18 
. = our lives? 5 ou were 


N.IT - Ma bo uld - wil 18 911 
cc « fame ſeryices, 55 to know 


„ how much of the DE. wealth would 
>. « ſuffice to anſwer your When you hap- 
_— ” i peyn Tv. 


May not this ene ho applied 


. e 9 4 „ p RY 
. £ 0139 AYE! J foirnyw 'P 


44 . qual juſtice 10 every othr claſs hat 
5 4 Io Thave enjmerated? | n 


* : 
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X. „err ene 
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«« yoarkal, thould devote my life and liberty 


3 
4 


<A 


I 


6:96) 
« That you are actuated by the ſitongel? 
perſonal motives 1 readily acknowledge, | 
in becauſe you are in poſſefſion of all that 
can make life deſirable, and therefore it 
« is not altogether unnatural that you thauld 
* endeavour to retain thoſe bleings, eſpe», 
«« cially if you can contrivg ta do it without | 
« any Zrauble or hazard to, yourſelves, but 


L ce why will. you not allow us ta feel a 


« zauch of your conditich, in being 3 
« upon by ſelf-love pre 5 


We are not zuconſcious of that qui 
« which the laws of the conſtitution intitle 


« us to, which make perſonal liberty at leaſt 


as ſacred as preperty; and we are more- 
« over Informed, that the writers on na- 
« tural and and political law, - have pro- 
10 nounced that no ſingle member. of a fo» 
« ciety, much leſs a large body, can intirely 
1 forego their own intereſt and well- -being 
« for ever, in compliment to the reſt of the 


A | & coma 


< 52 ) 
7.community ;, ſuch renunciation being al- 


© 190}, ſelf-evidently void, as being # income 


r hatille, with A.xational exiſtence. 


71 "4 
35 = expatiaing f thus largely o on gs. ab- 
I 


1880. 'F hope to have made i it appear tole- 
1 1 Tg that your interpretation of 


AI £1 
51 


&« the term neceſſity may be fairly reſolved. 
2 2 « int two propoſitions (to which r no rea- 


ce fonable being « can aſſent) viz. That it i is 
10 © neceſſary you ſhould live in a ſtate of opu- 
% lence, luxury, &c. and that it is neceſfary, 


% we ſhould dedigate our whole exiſtence to 


1 procure and preſerve to you the enjoyment 
« of. [thoſe bleſſings. OED 


% have heard with no finall © contempt, 
* ai ing retainers to this opinion alert, 


Ty that it is our buſineſs to ſuggeſt an alter- 


jc native, and that if we cannot, you have ; a 


0. b. 'to compel us to fubmit; which 


ce mode of arguing appears Juſt as reaton- 


1 able, as chat a great n man in the country, 


EF 


F6 ſhould 


(a) 


e ſhauld have a right in a weather to ſend 
* his domeſtics to unthatch his poor neigh- 


FC 


6c 


* bour's cottage, for fuel to kindle bit fixes, 
'* becauſe, the other was not able to re, or 


to inform them, where they. might go and 


- get furze wa as little trouble, 


66 


4 


eſteem parallel caſes; for inſtance, they 


+ 


12 There are wc, however, £25 have 
candour enough. to argue from what they 


mention the circumſtance of a gentleman, 
who takes a hungry dog into his family, 
where he is chained up in the day-time 


and fed upon bare bones, and dry cruſts, 


and at night is let looſe to defend the hen- 
rooſts, and to keep off thieves and houſe- 
breakers. Now, fay they, there is no diſ- 
puting the ſquite's right to order his ſer- 
vants to hang or knock the poor devil 
on the head; to which argument I am not 
4 


much diſpoſed to reply (although it muſt 
be owned to be the faireſt that has been 
cc produced) 


(8) 
. produced} partly becauſe I do not readily 
«+. comprehend the gprte/7 of the fimilitude, 
and partly, beeauſe ſome perſons may be 
«. inclined to wink it deere our e 
ann 


75 When) you lon your « a of 45 
« fending yourſelves frotn an Znorance of 
« naval affairs, in the name of common 
* ſenſe, © may we not juftly retort that argu- 
ment, as the moſt ſhameful teproach of 


00 9 
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* fence; by the practice of this profeſſion, 
and have nothing at fate, how much more 
« does it behove you, who are ſo deeply in- 
tergled, to qualify yourſelves to defend 
* your own poſſeſſions? Von have every 
« thing valuable to hazard, while we have 


nothing either in poſſeſſion or reverſion, 
de ſlimulate 0s to ſuch deſperate ſerviges. 


40 If 


. 

_ « If yon cannot ſpure hands from your 
« manyfacorics, - retrench the train of your 
« ſupernumerary dotmeſties; reduce cht un- 
1 needfſery numbers of thoſe who are em- 
played in your vatious offices : let your 
„ yaung men of cank and fortune (as in 
Queen EAxaberb's time) apply themſelves 
* to the: ſtudy: and practice of a ſcience fo 
1%  himourable ih- itſelf, and ſo gſenrial to the 
preſetyntion of their poſſeſſions, they may 
. ſcill havs time enough to devote ta hunt» 
ing. recipg, dancing. ſencing, gambling, 
** dreſng, and to their common debauche- 
in ties and amuſem ene. 

N W. 1015 21:3 on bas 


When you alledge, that by raking hands 
ec 35 your manufzQories to increaſe the 


— fix” #4 $4: 


« number of ſeamen, you inbance the na- 
1 tional etpence, and at the ſathe time 72 
11 fen tht fund for fuppotting it; I-aderide 
« the tnſolence of your argument, as if | we 


8. were bound 49 undergo all extremities! ra- 
* Mb « ther 


4 
as 


RE 8 5 FD 
ther tian jou Mobi endure the 4 dimi- 
tüm of your wealth and grandeur. Be- 
4 fide, that this argument has not wanted 
1 A refutition (pan your our Maxim) 
from the confideration of the injury done 
1 to trade, by the fudden detention of ſo ma- 
2 ny veſſels, after they ar freightkd; where 
by the merchant is hable to have his com- 
modities greatly damaged, ae a. 
perhaps to loſs bir mallcbt for therm ; and 
it tis were t u. ſuffcient aufer, 
r ſuſpend your argument untib chere c to 
che a fund, from the ſcandalous du of 
* economy, in the whole: detail of your in- 
* ternal policy, and from the enormous u- 
4 perfluty of wealth, with "op. [2 N 


10 aeg you. abound. | 


of ir "0 A oY —— > 
577 NN. a 4 WY 8 a Sac . 


2 


ON i due now! cloſe what 1 bad to ad- 
«© vanck on this ſubject by offering it to your 
hes ſerious conſideration,” whether: it does not 
become ſo great andopulent anation, whoſo 

20000 2 welfare 


1 
* welfare and preſervation depends ſo much 
on à maritime force, to appropriate ſome 
part of her vaſt revenues to the ſupport of 
« ſuch a conflant number of ſeamen, as will 
* not expoſe her, upon every alarm of public 
danger, to the odiaus and unſeemly neceſſity | 
col violating the moſt ſacred part of her 
«« conſtitution, in the perſons of thoſe who 
form one of the moſt valuable branches of 
* the commonwealth.” 


This ls the ſubſtance of what may be ſup- 
poſed to have been delivered, by a man of 
plain ſenſe, in ſupporting the rights of him- 
elf and his brethren, againſt the ungenerous 
hardſhips impoſed on them by the reſt of 
the community ; wherein although there may 
appear to be ſomewhat of tautology and want 
of method, yet as the arguments themſelves 
are too ſuſt to be controuled or refuted, thoſe 
imperfections may be caſily paſſed over, eſ⸗ 
| pecially i in a ſeafaring man. 


1 I | Upon 


upon the whole, no man can be weak 


enough to controvert the right that the exe- 
cutive part of government ought to have, of 
exerciſing ſuch a power, in caſes of real ne- 
ceſſity: but I appeal to every candid, ſenſible 
man, whether it is not a monſffrous reproach 
to the policy of a commercial and free: coun- 
try, whoſe inhabitants affect to extol with ſo 
much parade, the ſuperior excellence of their 


 conflitution, not to guard againſt the neceſſity 


of ſuch. a barbarous practice, eſpecially when 
there is ſo obvious an expedient . for prevent- 
Ing it ; nor indeed can ſuch a neceſlity ever 
be ſaid to exiſt, but when all reaſonable pro- 
viſons, that a wiſe government can ſubſtitute, 
' bave failed, and in theſe caſes, a Britiſh ſai- 
lor is ſo far from wanting extraordinary en- 
| couragement to incite him to his duty, that 


2 Can it be ſaid, that (in the whole detail of govern- 
ment expence) an annual ſum equivalent to what would 


be requiſite for the remedy of this evil, (by increaſing 


dur conftant nayal eſtabliſhment) is applied in Oy «ther 
inſtance with equal benefit to the commonwealth, 


* 
pa . 
* — 
* 1 . . 2 | his 
* 


, 


(59) 
his generous alacrity is rather apt er 
to works of ſupererrogation. : 


| Notwithſtanding the Engliſh value them- 
ſelves ſo highly on their humanity and the 
equity of their government, it is juſtly ob- 
ſerved by foreigners, that in bis mftance 
we are guilty of the moſt abſurd and cruel 4 | 
| tyranny towards the moſt meritorious branch 
1 of the community; and chat in thus feeling 
our hearts againſt the ſufferings of our de- 
fenders, and by making our eſtimate of the 
public good, with an exclufion of all regard 
"© to their welfare, we renounce all obligations 
of humanity, and gratitude, as well as of their 
| legal rights, although (as they juſtly remark) 
our ſenate 1 is multiplying ſtatutes. without 
end, for regulating every trivial article of 
accommodation for the reſt of the ſociety. 


In ſhort, it is evident from the brutal ſob 
fibneſe, wherewith we ferifce this deſerving 
ſet of people to our own eaſe and advantage, 
chat, with. al the dente god e 
BA 12 Engliſks 


* 


60 ) 
Englimen, no degree of cultivation can 
throughly eradicate the natural — of 
our diſpoſition, ; nor can their need a. ſtronger 
proof of this obſervation , than that the help- 
leſs poverty .and ignorance of the ſufferers, 
inſtead. of exciting an attention to their re. 
lief, operates with us only as an in- 
ducement to aggravate and confirm their 
oppreſſions. 


5 
4 


I am by no means s contending againlt that 


unavoidable inequality of circumſtance, which 4 


muſt neceſſarily happen in all ſocieties, c or that 
theſe people ſhould become rich and great ; 


1 is bardy practicable, althou gh I ſhall 


not allow it to be for want of equal preten- 
ſions with the reſt of their neighbours : but 
However contemprible their poverty and belp- 
40 ſituation may render them i in the eſtima- 

tion of aſpiring men, I cannot help thinking 


it might become them, to mingle ſo much 


humanity with their ambitious purſuits, as to 
aboliſh this cruel expedient, and by the {bers 


* 1 * 6 * 
* / 8 * * fy 
_—_— * 


* 


N 


G 
k ty of their encouragement and a proper atten- 
tion to their welfare, afford them ſome ra- 
tional inducement to become the defenders 


of their country, which is. more indebted to 


them than to all the ee 
niſters that ever exiſted. ü nes 


” Notwithſtanding the Mere, and, — | 
ſhyneſs, with which ſome flaviſh advocates 
have infinuated their arbitrary opinions _ 
this head ; from the venal apprehenſions | 


(I ſuppoſe) of ſpoiling their proſpect o of pre- 
ferment, by giving an opinion that might 


be ande to the court and miniſtry , * 
" There is is no PORE hardly that can os the profeſ- 
ſors of the law in a more odious and contemptible li 
than the partiality of their equivocal declarations on this 
meaſure, towards the arbitrary ſide of the queſtion : it 
is hardly to be credited, that among ſo numerous a herd 
there ſhould not he one (in ſo long a ſeries of time) of 
any eminence, that has eyer been honeſt? and diſintereſted 
enough to. ſtand forth as a champion in defence of the 
rights. of theſe valuable but helpleſs people, againſt the 
inhuman oppreſions of their fellow- ſubjects: at the ſame 
time, that when a wealthy commoner or a peer becomes 
their client, there is no chicane or ſophiſtry they would 
not. 


62) 
ſhall- make no ſcruple to announce in the 
laing terms, my ſenſe of the rights of a 
free: born ſuhject, by aſſerting, that if I 
were a common ſailor, innocent and unac- 
cuſed of any ctime againſt my king and 
country, and any monarch of theſe realms 
(without any addition to the preſent prero- 
gative of the crown, and with no. better pre- 
tence of gate neceſſiy, than e when tho 
A preſe warrants were iſſued) ſhould hereafter 
think propet, fo far to violate his coronation 
| oath, as to make A ; perſonal attempt to de- 
prive1 me, by violende, of my liberty; 1 ſhould 
(under ſuch circumſtances) conſider myſelf 


as faftified by the laws of the land, in reſting 


not exert in defending a cauſe that yas xe an 
#njuſt or infamous. 

T heartily wiſh that this cenſure FS obſcure in« 
 dividual was likely to affect theſe gentlemen, enough to 
prompt them to a generous exertion of their talents for 
the redreſs of ſo plain and flagrant a breach of the con- 
ſtitution ; nor could any thing give me greater pleaſure, 
chan to have an occaſion. to retract this reproach, although 
the mee to be ever * e 


(6) | 
him to the unh, although 1 may think 
Proper at the ſame time to add, that I ſhould 
practice ſo much forbearance as to wave my 
privilege, rather than carry it to ſuch extre- 
mity as to offer him any perſonal i injury, if 
0 were ere to be avoided. a 


J am not inſenfible of my own rind 
if this aſſertion were not ſtricty conformable 
to the laws of our conſtitution ; but in a firm 
reliance on my motto, I am perfectly eaſy. 
on that point, leaving it to thoſe adroit prey 
rogative advocates, Lord Mansfield, with his 
Attorney and ac to make the 
* of it. ; 


e + 
If the miniſtry ſhould 8 to cenſuro 
a for licentious boldneſs, in making ſuch 
a declaration of the ſubje&'s right, I have. 
no other apology, than to place it to the ac- 
| Tount of their own audacity and unprincipled 
condua, in taking the advantage of the eaſy 
$3.5) We diſpo- 


| C 6 ) 
Aiſpoßtien of their royal maſter, to Na him 
3 n 


Ad 


*Y. cannot however, but take notice, that 
thoſe who attempt to excul pate their x prince, 
upon the plea | of his Znorance in ſo ſacred 
a point, and in a caſe where it is ſo perfettly 
clear, pay him but a poor compliment in 


their defence; neither is it poſſible, hardly, 


to ſuppoſe, that a king, even with the moſt 
fender abilities, who has ſuch an exceſs of 


pPiety as to entertain an inplacable enmity to 


certain perſons for the immorality of their 


a characters, can be ignorant of that of 4s 
own miniſters, ſince the ſame channel i is open 


for information with regard to one as the 


4 other, and the obligations as to the latter 
much more n 


Sn 1 0 ry, > 

_ How then can a ſubje&t with the moſt par- 
tia predilection i in fayour of a prince, recon- 
| cile to the ſincerity of his profefſions, the 


c 18 : choice 


5 


1 


3 


1 


9 
* —- 
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choice of the moſt profligate, and abandoned 


 wretch, in his dominions, to prefide in one 
of the moſt conſequential departments of his 


miniſtry. It were to be wiſhed, for the ho- 


nour of the preſent reign, that this hoary © 


debauchee, might have gone to his own place 
without a rival in iniquity ; and indeed it 
could hardly have been otherwiſe, if his young 


collegue in office had not lately ſtarted up 
to diſpute the palm of infamy with him, 


Being wholly unconnected with any party, 
either in or out of adminiſtration, I cannot 
be ſuppoſed, to have written this from any 
motive of perſonal ſpleen ; nor have I ; the 
ſmalleſt apprehenſion, that any thing here 
ſaid, is likely to give offence to either of 


theſe gentlemen, who are ſo much the coun» 


ferparts of the celebrated Marquis of Whar- 


« out the ſenſe of ſhame or glory, as ſome 


% men are without the ſenſe of ſmelling, 


K « and 


a ( 66) 
« and therefore a good name to him is 
4 no more than a precious ointment would 
«be to theſe.” 


* 


There i is no man .entertains more "reſpec 
table ſentiments, * the amiable qualities 
of his majeſty's heart, than myſelf ; but 
as they are liable to be much impoſed on, 
I cannot conclude this Gigrefiion better, 
than by. a quotation from an in genious 
author, who wrote under an arbritrary go- 
vernment , Which is extremely applicable to 


a Britiſh king, in the choice of his mi- 


niſters. 


« Tn England, it is very common to 
« charge the faults of the prince to the 


« miniſters, and I own that very often, 
« the charge is juſt; but the crimes of 
« the miniſters do not always excuſe the 


« faults of the ſovereign; for after all, 


« princes have reaſon and underſtanding 


6 "os 


* 


* 


( 67.) 


« as well as other pedple, and are maſters 
« to do as they-pleaſe : if they let them- 


« ſelves be Yoo much governed by thoſe | 
* who have the freeft acceſs. to them, it 
« is their fault ; they ought on ſeveral oo- 


Dy. caſions, to ſee with their own eyes, and 


% not be Jed by the noſe by a vicious and 


* intereſted courtier ; but if they are inca- 


cc fable to manage matters themſelves, and 
* to diſtinguiſh good from evil, they ought 
eto reign the care of government to others 


that are capable; for I do not know, 


„ why we may not apply to princes, who 
e govern ill, the ſaying of Charles Borro- 


“ meus, in reſpect to biſhops, who do not 


take care to feed their flock properly; 


«© If they are incapable of ſuch employ- 
« ment, why ſo much ambition? If they 
ert capable, why ſo much negle@ ?” 


* How muſt it excite the indignation of 
2 liberal 1 81 to behold the rights and 
K's privileges 


6659 
privileges of more than one hundred thou- 
fand of the braveſt, moſt uſeful, and. moſt 


-difintereſted ſubjects the world ever 
produced, rramplid upon, by an itinerant 
ſtate-quack, * who not content with the to- 
lerable ſubſiſtence, - he had earned by back» 
ney ſpeech-making, in a neighbouring coun- 
try, wanders over hither, and upon the 
ſtrength of a little ſucceſs, in ſelling what 
he did not poſſeſs, erects bimſelf into a 
firſt-rate politician, and with moſt ſolemn 
jmpudeyce, preſumes to give ſentence, again 
the moſt ſacred part of our conſtitutional 
eſtabliſhment, Does he think that a whole 
nation, are to be infatuated by a few tins 

{et phraſes, as if ll our underſtandings | 
were to be eſtjmated from that of a few 
#» women. 


Not that it is to be matten from the 
#erifion of this man's affetied importance, 


that we are at all more diſpoſed, to ac». 
, J unius, 


quieſce | 


Ti 69 ) i 
quieſce with the frantic deciſions of 2 
brainſick, fractious old peer, who has 
be his principles (as they are called) 
much oftener than he has paid his debts; 
or that we ſhould ſubſcribe to the more 
artful chicane of a court lawyer, the pu. 
illantmity of whoſe heart ſeems kindly in- 
tended by Providence, as a check | to 
the miſchievous qualities of his head #. 

I ſhall now take leave of you. and my 
ſubject, with a little hint of advice, 
which is, that your friends are very anx- 
 Jous, that you ſhould retire to our fe- 
nation, and beſtow the remainder of your 
time, in emulating the virtues of her Jate 
defun patriot, as they are under ſtrong 
apprehenſions, that you are exhauſting all 
your topics of abuſe, with 30 other proſ- 
pect, than that of ſharing the ſame fate with 
your, prototype Mr. Wilkes: but if they 
cannot prevail fo far as this, they with at 

L. C. and L. M. who with ſo ck Mes K. 
2 ferted the right of preſſing in the Houſe of Lords, 

t | leaſt 


«cod 


ka, e would leave off cbt im- 


ments, and pledging yourſelf to your coun- 
try; fince people who are only acquainted 
with the place of your nativity, are at a 
loſs to comprehend; your meaning; while 
| thoſe who are rightly informed as to your 
political views, and the pliant philanthropy 
of- your temper, have already anticipated 
the | honourable figure, you are likely to 
exhibit, ſome time or other, at the levees 
of :thoſe, who at preſent, are the greateſt 
objects of your reprobation ; ; provided they 
have weakneſs or Placability enou gh, in 
their diſpoſitions, to liſten to the Private 

intimations, whereby you meanly attempt 
| to exculpate yourſelf, from the odium of 


TE794 ho | $4 


your rancorous productions, in the repe- 
tition of which, you have gone 0 ** be- 
yond Mr. Wilkes, that the ne ran cannot 
Fail to obſerve, how much J have be- 


_nefited. * bis my in bali over 
Lat d 


pertinent, empty jargon, about impeach. 
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Lord Bute 5 Mn, Som which cir- 
cumſtance, it manifeſtly - appears, flow 
much fafer it is to abuſe the ſovereign 


than his favourite. 
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than his favourite. 


fo. lightly, from which cir- 
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4 manifeſtly appears, how 


it is to abuſe the ſovereign 
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SIR, 
HE decent reſpect which policy 


has wiſely eſtabliſhed towards the 


office of achief magiſtrate, hath been 


carried to ſuch an exceſs of perſonal ſervility 


and adulation, by the dependents on a court, 


that the bulk of mankind, whom ſtate and 


ceremony keeps at a diſtance, are almoſt 
perſuaded, that their Rulers are of a ſuperior 
ſpecies of exiſtence ; not recollecting or ob- 
ſerving, that the Idol which they have ſet up, 


is ſubje& to as many imperfections as them- 
ſelves; and that his natural frailties and bad 


qualities are rather cultivated than corrected 


u che pedncation he ꝗn pick up from the 
leſſons of his ſervile tutors or a ſtupid page, 


moſt of his time being chiefly engroſſed 
by 


— 


\ 


_— 


T_T OO ” © 

bj hs latter, who generally happens to 
be @ ſupernumerary footman of ſonie nobleman 
about the court: but as your Ma- 
jeſty: has experienesd the inconvenience of 
this in your on calc,” we may reaſonably 
hops: you will take care to guard againſt i it, 

in the __ of 2 urn CIO © aſt 
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ſervation, in order to obviate that undiſtin- 
guiſhing cenſure, that is generally beſtowed. 
on private perſons,” when they venture to 
give their ſentiments on the conduct of their 
governors, who would gladly have it taken 
for granted, that an excluſive knowledge 
is annexed to their office; although if that 
were the caſe, there is ſome reaſon to won- 


der, that power ſhould have changed hands 
ſo frequently, ſince Tow Majeſty's 8 | 


* 


HFaving faid thus 3 by way of intro- 
duction to my ſubject, I ſhall proceed to in- 
form you, that this addreſs, is in behalf of 
the body of common ſailors, who, beſides the 
general claim of their birth-right, are as well 
intitled. from particular merit and utility, to 

L 2 your 
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| your potato, as * ether bruch of the 


e, 


tion by railing at your miniſter, becauſe there 
ems to be little probability of the nation 


being benefited by a change; but will en- 
deavour to illuſtrate my argument, by an 
inſtance, Which is greatly to the diſcredit 
of the /aft reign, thereby conforming, in 


ſome degree, to the decent practice of your 


courtiers, who were carly taught by the 


precept and example of your favourite, that 


they, could not poſſtbly render themſelves 
more aceptable to their new: monarch, than 


by renling the mengory of his predeceſſor. . 


To place this ſubject i in the ſtrongeſt point 


sf view, it will be neceſſary to recite an ar- 


ticle of the Coronation Oath, together with 
the declaration of the people's 8 rights, to 
which, that Dark DT; refers. 


© The biſhop. at e enen ſays, * Will 
you folemnly promiſe and fwear, to go- 
0 vern the people of England and the do- 
1 * minions. thereunto belonging, according 


© cc, to 


\ 


3 


— 
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. to the flatutes in parliament igreed. on; 
„ and the /aws and cuſtoms: of the 


40 ame?“ 2 


< to do. 0 
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\ Maxis Charta, which wa been compari 


1 y confirmed by ſubſequent ſtatutes, ſays, 


No freeman ſhall, be talen or imprijoned, 
% or diſſeiſed of his freehold or of his li- 
c berties, or free cuſtoms, or be outlawed 


« or baniſhed, or other wie deſtroyed, nor 


« ſhall the King paſs upon, or commit him 
to proſen, unleſs by the lauſul judgment 


of his peers, or by the Jaw of the land.” 
Now the Warrants for impreſſing men, 


which were granted by authority of the /ate 


King's commiſſion, by which a parcel of 


armed ruffians were let looſe, to exerciſe a 


diſcretionary violence in the ſeizure of his 


innocent ſubjects, with various other circum- 
. ſtances of cruelty, were a notoriaus vicle- 
tion of the above oath, ER 


Nor will this groſs perjury admit of any 


| palliation from the plea of ignorance or ſtu- 
pidity 


| pidity, plc 2 150d cocondendic Owe 


Artiveh great, that he could not have diſtins 
guiſhed the perſon of the Pretender froth 
— Much leſs can it de defended 


. <a it was in his own ofifian to decide 


aobether any ſuch neceſſity ſhould exiſt ; 


| finee he could not but be' conſtious, that upon 


his ſignifying to partiament, that he was re- 
 folved to adbere ſtrictly to B carb, they 
| would have found themſelves obliged to do 
their duty, by making ſome -  conftitutional 
* againſt this inhuman practice. 5 


Now, Abough like congluliand muſt fot 
low from like premiſes, 1 think it prudent 
to declare that what I have here alledged of 
your Royal Grandfather, is wholly inappli- 
cable to any thing, that has happened during 
your reign ; but is merely intended as a time- 
| by warning to your Majeſty, not to. ſuffer 
yourſelf to be reduced to a fimilar uation, 


on any future * 


Perhaps it may not be amifs to add, that 
if this had- been written at that. period, it 
would only have e the criminality 


of 


a 


1 


* 
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or his breach eech, in er 13 


ignoble u diſpoſition,” as. to; 1 „ 
to revenge himſelf. on any ſubject. who Toth. 


N honeſty a and fortitude enough to reproach, him «7 


for his injuſtice and Jalſhood ;* nor could 


mankind have failed to remark, that it was ; 25 5 
infinitely more ſcandalous : and 'unbecoming, r 


for a prince to ſberfure 'himſelf, than for a 


$%44 1 


ſubje& to remonſtrate ; ſpank] his condufh, in K 8 ; 


ſuch a caſe. 
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N ban never his 4 A more favourable | 
| juncture far the redrels of this evil; 3 "the na- 1 


tion is in a ſtate of tranquility with regard to 
foreign powers, and as the parliament is 
now fitting, a meſſage from your Majeſty to 
the effect J have juſt mentioned, muſt ung- 
wvoidably + lay chem under the neceſſity of 


Ja a remedy. 


It may not be altogether unprofitable to 


remind you, that the meaneſt ſubje& holds 
the claim br his | birtheright b , at leaſt, as 


ſacred a tenurè as yo 00 you Fee and 


that the ſole end for which: your family 
were introduced, was for tlie more fectual 


pre- 
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